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The Government of the Republic of Korea’s Response
to the Joint Communication
from UN Human Rights Council Special Procedures

(February 00, 2023)

. Additional Information or Comment in relation to the analysis presented
in the Joint Communication

Times New Roman 12pt (T AZ27F HEL L ZE XYL QLI E FFZO FR

AP BFOZ XY 28

. Clarifications on how the reported developments, if confirmed, are

compatible with the ROK Governments obligations under theprovisions

cited in the Joint Communication, and the steps the ROK Government
plans to undertake to remediate the inconsistencies with the internationa
human rights standards

. Measures taken by the Government to ensure protection from
discrimination and remedy for victims of discrimination, including
discrimination based on gender identity and sexual orientation, for all
students at the national level

. Measures taken by the Government to ensure reproductive rights of all
members of the population without discrimination
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RESPONSE OF THE REPUBLIC OF KOREA GOVERNMENT
TO THE JOINT COMMUNICATION FROM SPECIAL PROCEDURES
OF THE UNITED NATIONS HUMAN RIGHTS OFFICE OF THE HIGH

COMMISSIONER
(February 24, 2023)

1. Additional Information or Comment in relation to the analysis presented
in the Joint Communication

O The Seoul Metropolitan Office of Education expresses gratitude for your joint

communication(Ref.: OL KOR 6/2022) regarding the demand for the abolition of the Student
Rights Ordinance. The Office recognizes your serious concerns about attempts to diminish
the protection against discrimination based on sexual orientation and gender identity,
particularly in accordance with international human rights standards and non-discrimination
principles.

We agree with the concerns expressed in the letter and will actively engage with the Seoul
Metropolitan Council to ensure that the principle of non-discrimination under international
human rights standards is not curtailed.

Furthermore, we request an official visit by the United Nations Human Rights Office of the
High Commissioner's Special Procedures to the Republic of Korea Government, including
the Ministry of Education, the National Human Rights Commission of Korea, and the Seoul
Metropolitan Council, to investigate and assess the situation regarding the repeal of the
Student Rights Ordinance.

2. Clarifications on how the reported developments, if confirmed, a re
compatible with the ROK Governments obligations under theprovisions
cited in the Joint Communication, and the steps the ROK Government
plans to undertake to remediate the inconsistencies with the internationa
human rights standards

O The Seoul Metropolitan Office of Education confirmed the veracity of the situation

described in the letter. The Seoul Metropolitan Council has received the petition to repeal
the Seoul Student Rights Ordinance and will discuss it in the relevant committee.

O The Seoul Metropolitan Office of Education intends to convey its opinion to the Seoul

Metropolitan Council that the reasons for the petition are inconsistent with international
human rights standards and the current Korean constitution and laws.

https://www.hani.co.kr/arti/area/capital/1079845.html
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3. Measures taken by the Government to ensure protection from
discrimination and remedy for victims of discrimination, including
discrimination based on gender identity and sexual orientation, for all
students at the national level

O The Seoul Metropolitan Office of Education plans to reflect plans for counseling support

and rights remedies for sexual and gender minority students within our jurisdiction, in the
Comprehensive Student Rights Plan to ensure that such support and remedies are available.
We will endeavor to promote a gender-equitable school culture and provide education for
raising awareness.

4. Measures taken by the Government to ensure reproductive rights of all
members of the population without discrimination

O We will endeavor to guarantee the sexual and reproductive health rights of students by

implementing education on awareness improvement, including education on norms that
infringe upon the health and reproductive rights of students
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